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Tribe Could Still 
Have Clinic: State 

Law Would Not Apply to 
Reservation March 28, 2006 -- If 

South Dakota's near-total ban on 
abortion dodges challenges at the ballot 

box and in court, Oglala Sioux Tribe president 
Cecelia Fire Thunder hopes to establish a clinic 

that performs abortions outside the reach of state 
lawmakers but inside the state, on the Pine Ridge Indian 

Reservation.  The unique relationship between federally 
recognized Native American tribes and the states in which 

they reside means abortion clinics could operate inside the state, 
even after the law takes effect, according to South Dakota Attorney 

General Larry Long. Fire Thunder is one of 16 leaders of the South 
Dakota Campaign for Healthy Families, a group that last week 

announced its intent to collect the 16,728 signatures 
necessary to take the law to a statewide referendum


